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the grant of annual payments induced them to withdraw, first
handing over their prisoners1. A similar demand by the Carpi
was put off until Menophilus, supported by a reinforced and well-
drilled army, was able to decline it. For three years the enemy
remained quiet, while the defence was strengthened by the building
of roads and the erection of new fortifications in the towns. Upper
Moesia received the right of coinage in order to supply the new
requirements. According to the coins minted at Viminacium they
now reckoned there by a provincial calendar which began on
I July 2392.
The revolts in Africa and the increasing burden of military
problems, which was especially due to the renewed danger upon
the eastern frontier, may have created the desire to have in charge
of the central administration a man who was equal to these demands.
We do not know who brought Timesitheus to the Emperor's
notice* In 241 Gordian appointed him Praetorian Prefect and
himself married Furia Sabinia Tranquillina, the daughter of
Timesitheus, perhaps as early as May, but certainly before
23 September3. C. Furius Sabinus Aquila Timesitheus, whose
name is transformed in Greek sources to Timesikles or Timesokles,
and in the Historic* Augusta is contracted, perhaps in derision, to
Misitheus, had acquainted himself by personal experience with a
great part of the empire. An inscription from Lyons4 gives us his
career. He served in Spain as prefect of an auxiliary cohort. As
financial procurator in the administration of the imperial treasury
and domains he served in the provinces of Belgica and Arabia,
where he was twice deputy governor. He then came to Rome and
there held the office of manager of the imperial stage (logista,
thymelae] and later that of chief of the Inheritance Tax Office. He
next went as procurator to Syria and Palestine, charged with the
collection of the outstanding special taxes arising out of the Persian
war of Severus Alexander. Returning to Belgica as deputy of the
procurator patrimonii he became at the same time vice-governor in
Lower Germany. Then followed a procuratorship with increased
powers in Bithynia, Pontus and Paphlagonia, a similar post in
Asia as deputy governor for the proconsul, and finally the pro-
curatorship of Lugdunensis and Aquitania. A man who, without
1  Cf. L. Schmidt, Geschichte der deutschen Stamme, i2, Die Ostgermanen,
p. 204.
2  G. Elmer, Num. Z.9 N.F. XXVHI, 1935, p. 36.
8 Bosch, op. clt. p. 56,; cf. A. R. Bellinger, Tale Class. Stud, v, 1935,
p. 147 n. 29.
4 C.I.L. xra, 18075 Dessau 1330.